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There’s a variety of options when it comes to choosing 
accommodation for your pigs, but the most popular is 
the traditional dome-shaped ark. Alternatives include:

n Dome-shaped arks made from wood and galvanised 
sheeting – probably the most popular option for  
pigs reared outdoors;

n Barns or stables – whether used as full-time 
accommodation for indoor-reared pigs or simply  
to provide shelter as needed;

n Traditional pig sties – low-level stone or brick buildings 
with indoor sleeping quarters and small outdoor 
exercise areas, these can be difficult to clean out;

n Triangular-shaped arks, which are quick and simple  
to make but don’t give pigs as much space to move 
around as conventional ones; and

n Straw shelters, useful as a temporary measure,  
made by layering straw bales.

Housing: a pig des-res

Dome-shaped arks
This is the best-selling style of pig ark because it offers 
plenty of space – both for the pigs and for you, when  
it comes to cleaning out – and because the curved 
galvanised sheeting makes it weather-resistant and 
durable. Prices can vary considerably depending on  
the quality of materials used, but expect to pay anything 
from £150 to £500, depending on size, quality and 
features, eg detachable floor, insulation, lifting bars, 
additional doors and ventilation flaps. A floor is a good 
investment worth considering if your ground is prone  
to becoming waterlogged.

Choosing a size
n 1.8 x 1.2m (6 x 4ft) – four weaners to pork weight  

or two adult kunekunes.
n 2.4 x 1.8m (8 x 6ft) – two ‘dry’ sows (ie not pregnant  

nor nursing) or six to eight weaners to pork weight  
or a sow and litter up to weaning age.

n 2.4 x 2.4m (8 x 8ft) – around 10 to 15 weaners to  
pork weight or four dry sows.

n 2.4 x 3m (8 x 10ft) – around 20 to 25 weaners to  
pork weight or six to eight dry sows.

Bear in mind that if you house just a few small pigs in  
a large ark you’ll need more bedding in order to keep  
them warm. There’s nothing like a few spare warm  
bodies to snuggle up to!

Siting your ark
 The way you position your pig ark is important. Make  
sure the entrance faces away from the prevailing wind,  
and suspend strips of heavy see-through plastic from above 
the entrance to create a curtain effect, which will help cut 
down draughts.
 Pigs are really clean animals, and tend not to use  
their sleeping quarters as a toilet, so clearing out your  
ark shouldn’t be too unpleasant. However, you can’t teach 
them to wipe their feet, so in wet, muddy conditions you’ll 
find the bedding needs renewing frequently.

Left: This home-made triangular ark 
is easy to move.

Below: a plastic calf hutch with 
added floor for stability.

Top: an attractive ark at greenmeadow 
Community Farm, Cwmbran.

Above: popular and long-lasting: dome-shaped ark.

Below: plastic strips help keep draughts at bay.


